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[i] Sir William Temple lays, that, for his part, he does not
wonder, that the famous Dr. Harvey, when he was reading
Virgil, fhould fometimes throw him down upon the Table, and
fay, He had a Devil; nor that the Learned Meric Caufabon,
fhould find fuch Charming Pleafures and Emotions, as he
defcribes, upon the reading fome parts of Lucretius; that fo
many fhould cry, and with down-right Tears, at fome Tragedies
of Shakefpear.
[P-7]
[2] I think, fays Dryden, there's no folly fo great in any Poet
of oar Age, as the Superfluity and Waft of Wit was in fome of
our Predecejfors : particularly we may fay of Fletcher and of
Shakefpear, what was faid of Ovid, In omni ejus ingenio facilius
quod rejici quam quod adjici potejl invenies. The contrary of
which was true in Virgil, and our incomparable fohnfon. Dryd.
Pref. to the Mock-Aftrologer.
[p. 20]
[3 Earl of Rocheiler's lines,f In Defence of Satyr * beginning
When Shakefpear, Johnfon, Fletcher, rul'd the Stage,
They tookfo bold a Freedom with the Age, etc.
[P- 44]
[4] Humour . . . Shakefpear was the firft that open'd this
Vein upon our Stage, which has run fo freely and fo pleafantly
ever fince, that, fays Temple, I have often wonder'd, to find it
appear fo little upon any other.
[p. 84]
[5] Dryden tells us, that Johnfon, Fletcher, and Shakefpear,
are honour'd, and almoft ador'd by us, as they deferve, etc.
[p. 89]